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tive," when we know that a dozen people are watching our antics; and 
don't we just revel in such words as "feeling" and "tone" and "bal- 
ance" — all spoken just a little louder than necessary — when we are at- 
tending "varnishing days." And often we will stand for hours before 
some dingy, yellow-with-age canvas whereon is painted a woman with 
face and feet pointing in diameterically opposite directions and we 
wonder, in a superior kind of a way, how in the well-baked beyond 
anyone can enjoy a Ridgeway Knight or a Hopkinson Smith when 
such beautiful "old masters" are under the same roof. 

Why an artist, any more than a bank teller or a shoe salesman, 
should be an idiot is hard to understand, but the fact remains that we 
strive— yes, actually strive— to appear "daffy." We know that these 
things are affectations taken from "Trilby" and like novels, but we 
don't care: We want to be fools. Me. 

THE ART STUDENTS' LEAGUE. 

HT THE regular meeting of the Art Students' League, October 
14th, two important questions were brought up for considera- 
tion, and settled — one of them very wisely. 
The wise decision was to raise the standard of the annual exhibi- 
tion, and show only the very best of the work submitted; just enough 
color to fill one of the small galleries, and just enough black and white 
to hang in the corridor. Of course that will be a hard blow to some and 
probably there are a few who can not exhibit at all. But surely they 
should be sacrificed to the general excellence of the exhibition and 
credit of the League. Another ruling which is important is that no 
member can exhibit more than six pictures of one medium. This will 
prevent the more advanced students from having a monopoly of the 
wall space. The other decision — the unwise one — was that we should 
have a jury composed of the older teachers of the Institute or outside 
artists. Strange as it may seem, the idea that we, as a body of art 
students, are strong enough in our artistic knowledge to judge our own 
pictures, and honest enough, as individuals, to consider the credit of 
the League before personal feelings, appeared to the majority of the 
members, as something ridiculous. One statement that seemed to 
carry weight, was that there were only four or five members of the 
League capable of forming a competent jury. We don't believe it, 
but, granting it for the sake of argument, how many more are nec- 
essary? Five people, who know a good and poor thing when they 
see it, are surely enough for any jury. The statement that bad feeling 
would be the result of a home jury, and that therefore a home jury 
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should be avoided, is childish. If the jury, as a body, recognizes its 
duty to the League, in the thankless work, it will not allow a few un- 
kind remarks to interfere. It is to be hoped that the members will 
find their better judgment before it is too late and rescind the order 
that makes the League dependent on outsiders for the only serious 
work it does. 

The League has the future before it, and the present is a critical 
time. It is the privilege of the members to make it an organization of 
sufficient self-respect to carry on its own affairs; an organization that 
can command the respect of the Art Clubs of Chicago; and an organi- 
zation worthy of the Art Institute. The League is now equipped with 
four capable officers who have shown that they can work — and who 
have promised that they will work. This should be a banner year in 
its history. There appears an immediate opportunity to show the 
stuff we're made of, for it has been proposed, that as a society, we 
purchase a picture — the very best one — from our exhibition and pre- 
sent it to the Art Institute, to be permanently hung. This would be 
an honor to the young artist — an honor to the League, and, who can 
gain-say, in the future, an honor to the Art Institute. 

At the League meeting of Thursday, the fourth of November, sev- 
eral matters were decided, one of which was the question as to whether 
the jury of selection be composed of instructors or members of the 
League. It was decided that the jury of selection be chosen from the 
members, and that the choice be left to the executive committee. It 
was also agreed that November 17 be fixed as the last day for receiving 
works to be exhibited.and it was decided that music,flowers and palms be 
provided by the League for the reception,December 16th. Another mat- 
ter of much interest was the decision that twenty-five dollars by given 
by the League to purchase the best painting in the forthcoming exhi- 
bition and give it to the Institute to be hung permanently in the gal- 
lery of the Museum, and to be selected by the Art Committee of the 
Institute. If none be found worthy of a place in the gallery the money 
is to be awarded in prizes to the best oil, water-colour and black and 
white, respectively. All active members are eligible to the competi- 
tion for purchase or prize. The chair is to appoint a reception com- 
mittee for the 16th of December. 

Martha S. Baker. 



